
We have received some wonderful 
support from several community 
groups this year.  

4H CLUB 
The 4H Club invited Heather 
Hernandez, our Executive Director, to 
present an informative talk about 
therapeutic horsemanship. Upon her 

arrival they gifted her 
with a generous 
collection of paper 
towels, soap, hand 
sanitizer, Lysol, 
horse treats, and 
even some grain—all 
items off of our wish 
list!  Thank you 4H 
club!! 

GIRL SCOUTS 
Girl Scout Lauren Phillips is working 
toward her Gold Award by doing a 
project for Reining Strength! She built 
several obstacles for our riding trails - 
and coordinated a school-wide 
donation effort to collect Paper towels, 

tissues, soap 
and toys for the 
trail!  Thank you 
for all your 
efforts Lauren!  

… GOT PROJECTS? … 

Members of the Reining Strength team 
have considerable experience in 
working with Scout Projects and we 
encourage local candidates for Eagle 
Scout and Girl Scout as well as other 
scouting awards and groups to 
consider Reining Strength for their 
projects. 

Just like Reining Strength … it just 
keeps getting bigger and better! Our 
2nd Annual Derby Day Party was a 
huge success. We netted over 
$50,000! 

A big thank-you to our Mint Julep 
Sponsors: OccuSoft, Community 
Bank, Hoffman Insurance Group, Ed & 
Roxanne Gilson and Tom & Peggy 
Hernandez; as well as our Win, Place 
and Show Sponsors AD Display 
Signs, Hadfield Communications, 
Branding Matters, Fran & Greg Zwick 
and Carlos & Carmen Hernandez.  
Over 200 guests enjoyed a lively 
evening of games and prizes plus a 
large screen Live Feed of the 142nd 
Kentucky Derby Race Simulcast. 

The “Best in Show” Ladies’ Hat 
Contest was a hoot as was the “Triple 
Crown” Men’s Boot Contest. Guests 
had fun “Rolling for the Roses,” an 
open horse race. The live auction got 
pretty heated as guests bantered for 
weeklong stays at luxurious beach 
houses, a sail boat cruise and a ride in 
an authentic B51 WWII Airplane! 

Be sure to save the date for next 
year’s event!

Thanks to our 
CommunityDerby Day 

Party 2016

Conferences

<<— Did we mention that yet another wonderful 
thing happened at the Derby Day Party?   
Executive Director, Heather Hernandez was 
presented with a diamond engagement ring by 
Equine Manager, RD Sedillo! You should have 
seen her face! Surprise, Surprise!  (And yes — 
she said “Yes!”) 

… Straight from the Horses’ Mouth …

Executive Director Heather Hernandez attended the Equine Assisted Growth and 
Learning Association where, together with Connie Baldwin from the Lone 
Survivor Foundation, she presented on the topic of Equine Assisted 
Psychotherapy and serving combat veterans with Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder. This international conference held in Lexington, KY was well attended 
by professionals all over the world. 

Fort Bend Floods … Our Horses Endured … and Shared in 
Community Outreach ! 
Reining Strength hosted 11 horses who were displaced during the historic and 
tragic flooding in Fort Bend County in May. These guests, from another 
horsemanship program, SIRE, remained at RSTH for 10 days until the flood 
waters subsided and roads were cleared enough to enable their safe return 
home. Fortunately, damage to their facility was minimal, but it was fortunate 
that they came to Reining Strength, because roads to their site flooded and no 
one would have been able to get to them!  We enjoyed having our peers in the 
industry onsite and meeting their horses.

Please welcome our new equine staff member: Tinkerbell, AKA Seafiled’s Tinker 
Toy is a Gypsy Cob mare, a cross between a Percheron and a Gypsy Vanner. 
Both breeds are in the draft horse family (think Clydesdales!) We were able to 
purchase “Tink" thanks to a very generous donation from a special couple who 
are members of the Supporting Strength Club. A lovely blue roan paint in color, 
she has long hair on her legs called feathering.  Gypsy horses are known for 
their extremely long manes and tails and gentle temperament. As one of the first 
horses to great you in the barn, she is loving life at Reining Strength, always 
presenting a striking warm welcome to our visitors.  

Tinkerbell completed her staff training by first being ridden regularly by RD 
Sedillo, our Equine Manager. Training sessions included being desensitized to 
toys and props that are used in client lessons. She was coached on having 
sidewalks and leaders and various client mounts and dismounts. Now, she is 
quickly becoming a favorite amongst our staff, riders and volunteers. Please 
come by and say hello to Tinkerbell if you haven’t met her yet - but don’t forget to 
bring some carrots!!! 

DERBY PARTY 
Save the date: 

Saturday  
May 6, 2017  

-3-  Summer ‘16 -4-  Summer ‘16


